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WCAG  is a worshiping family on mission.   
Practicing whole-life generosity, we exist to reproduce Jesus  

in people of every nation and generation. 
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      2022 MEETING AGENDA 

 Opening Prayer 

 Approval of minutes from February 7, 2021 meeting 

 Reports 

 Old Business 

 New Business 

 Elections: 

 Election of three deacons for 3-year terms, serving from February 2022-February 2025. 

Nominees are Paul Arrington, Marilyn Hadding, Kanthi Parmargari, and Terry Standquist.   

 Ratification of one elder for a 5-year term, serving from February 2022-2027.  Joint Board 

nominee is Cherian Kurian to replace John Lanham. 

 Facilities Update —Bob Bollinger 

 2021 Financial Report—Mike Ross 

 2022 Budget—Mike Ross 

 Elder Celebration—Michael Nelapati 

 Vision—Pastoral Team 

 Open from the floor 

 Adjournment 

Baptisms 

New Members 

Avg. Attendance 

Dedications Voting Members 

217 

3 

8 

259 

2 
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FEBRUARY 7, 2021 MEETING MINUTES

WCAG 2021 Annual Business Meeting Minutes  —  Sunday, February 7, 2021 

The 2021 Annual Business Meeting:  Followed the Sunday Service.  Due to COVID restrictions some 

changes were made to the 2021 Annual Business Meeting.  In an attempt to keep the meeting un-

der an hour, the Annual Report, Financial and Budget information were made available in ad-

vance to review.  The sanctuary was restricted to 25% capacity by St. Louis County and reserved for 

voting members.  Some voting members chose to stay in their car and listen to the meeting on 88.5 

FM.  The temperature was 8 degrees Fahrenheit!  Non-members were asked to join the meeting on 

Boxcast.  WCAG bylaws require in-person attendance to vote.   

Announcements: Pastor Jared thanked the members in attendance for sharing in the business of the 

church, and stressed the importance of being stewards of it.  The church belongs to the Lord, and 

He gives all of us a role to play and something to do.  We are careful with the stewardship of the 

church by conducting the business of the church.  If you are not a member, please consider be-

coming a member at WCAG.  New membership classes coming soon. 

Pastor Jared opened the meeting in prayer at 12:20 pm. 

Quorum:  Eligible voting members 228.  The required minimum needed 76.  Total voting members in at-

tendance 99. 

Approval of January 26th 2020 Minutes:  Pastor Jared asked if there were any questions about the 2020 

Minutes, none asked.  Matthew Hardecke motioned to approve.  Michael Nelapati seconded; mo-

tion approved by oral vote.  

Old Business:  No Old Business to discuss. 

New Business: 

Deacon rotation: Matthew Hardecke served two, three-year terms.  Vikram Pedapudi served a 

three-year term.  They will rotate off the board.  Pastor Jared acknowledged their service to the 

church and Deacon board.  

Deacon Election:   

• Election held for 2 Deacon positions, each to serve a three-year term, February 2021 to February 

2024.  Three eligible candidates:  Tracey Herman, Eric Powers, Mark Stiller. 

• Pastor Jared reviewed the qualifications to serve as a Deacon; Must be a voting member for 

one year, at least 21 years of age or older, requires majority of all ballots cast to elect, and meet 

the requirements of 1 Timothy 3:8-13 and Titus 1 as closely as possible, as read by Pastor Jared. 

• Pastor Jared prayed before the ballot nomination.  Vote for two of the three candidates chosen 

by paper ballot.  The business meeting continued while the votes were being tallied.           

• Special thanks given to Paul Rinke and Daniel Ethakoti for running ballots out to cars in the park-

ing lot. 

• Deacon Election results: Mark Stiller and Eric Power elected to each serve 3 year term.  Pastor 

Jared prayed over the two candidates and for their tenure. 

2020 WCAG Facility Updates:  Administrator, Bob Bollinger explained the WCAG campus accomplish-

ments in 2020, emphasizing maintaining a 50,000 sq foot facility takes a lot of work, a little over 6 

acres.  Updates included: 

• The Mission House exterior was updated for free by a generous paint contractor, would have 

been a $4,500 job.   

• Area cleaned of brush and trees north of parking lot and behind Mission house, allows access to 

66 more parking spots for our big events.  Agreement in perpetuity.  
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• Cove lighting updated in the sanctuary, accents the tongue and groove ceiling with updated 

LED lights.  Special thanks to volunteers James Balaban and Yuriy Jr. Balaban for their weeks of 

work. 

• Created a new Audio/Visual room in the Chapel storeroom, thanks to Sharon Grant, Laura 

Gould, Dennis Powers, Paul Rinke, and Joe McClurg.  Enables us to advance our technology. 

• New hanging projector installed and raised up higher in the sanctuary.  The old one lasted for 

about 15 years. 

• Purchased video recording/streaming equipment.  Eddie and many people helped in the sound 

booth.  Josh Hall was acknowledged for being a blessing in doing a lot of the ground work for 

several years and that we are now reaping the benefits from all his work. 

• Numerous things done at the church.  Dennis Powers Sr thanked for his tremendous amount of 

work. 

2021 WCAG Facility Plans:  Bob Bollinger explained the projected plans in 2021: 

• Remodel the smaller men’s restroom to create a family restroom that addresses the special 

needs of families.  Special thanks to John & Juliana Tilden for sharing opportunities for restoration 

in the special needs community.  Both of the ladies restrooms will still be available in the foyer.  

• The library moved to the prayer room and has been painted.  Dennis and Paula & Mike Lucas 

helped to build new book shelves.  This room will also be available for small groups and for prayer 

with some furniture.  The old library will be converted to an Audio/Visual streaming room.   

• For safety, steps to be installed from the parking lot over the grass median directly in front of the 

church office. 

• Update the old shed.  A larger shed requires a permit.  Will likely just paint the same color as the 

Mission house. 

• Tuck-pointing in locations on exterior of buildings where the brick and mortar is eroding, if not 

fixed, water seepage can cause chunks of wall to fall off.  Will have to be addressed sooner than 

later. 

• Enhance security measures and cameras on campus.  There are several dead-spots that need 

camera placement. 

• Pastor Jared thanked Bob for all his hard work on the campus which is used by a lot of ministries 

and groups. 

2020 Financial Report:  Presented by Mike Ross, Treasurer:  “Wow what a year!” 

• He explained, in 2019 we were operating at a deficit and the Deacons committed to be con-

servative with future plans and work to rebuild the reserves we lost, about a month later COVID 

hit.  Mike thanked the Pastors, Bob, Nancy and the staff for working with the Deacon Board to 

figure out what to do.  By God’s grace, we came out of 2020 completely rebuilding our reserves 

despite the pandemic.   

• In 2020 total income was down by 0.6% and expenses were down 25.8%.  Mike explained, with 

the building closed, we looked where to cut back expenses, like electric, heat, even the kitchen 

freezer was shut down.  We looked everywhere we could to save money while praying for guid-

ance at every step.  Expenses decreased due to these factors.  The Leadership Team met and 

prayed frequently to make sure we were conscious of our spending. 

• Expenses decreased significantly in 2020 due to reduction in normal ministries and operations; 

Leadership as well, made significant effort to reduce spending.  Praise God all of our Mission 

commitments/pledges were met!   
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2020 Income:   

• Income financial can be complex.  We take in a lot of income from many different sources and 

is often designated for a specific purpose, for example Missions giving or Birthday Party for Jesus. 

• Contributions less “other” income sources like staff salaries, internet bill, HVAC etc, all the things 

we have to spend money on, the trend over 3 years has moved downward.  COVID likely affect-

ed giving 

2020 Expenditures: 

• Staff, Missions and building continue to represent the majority of expenses.  We are in line with 

other churches of our size and expenses.  Missions is still a key focus for our expenditures.   

• Operating expenses were kept low due to the pandemic; some funds were redirected towards 

equipment for online ministry.  Mike said we know how to get every last bit of value out of equip-

ment and the streaming is going well.  He is amazed by all the volunteers and thanked every-

one’s efforts. 

2020 in Summary:  Contributions were lower in 2020 possibly due to COVID.  Reduced spending due to 

the pandemic has allowed us to re-build our reserves and stressed we must remain diligent with our 

finances as we enter our second year of the pandemic.  We give praise to God for His blessings dur-

ing uncertain times as we remain optimistic going forward in 2021. 

2021 Budget Presentation:  Mike explained, we adjusted our income projections for 2021 downward to 

be more in line with the trends seen and to reflect economic concerns.  We don’t have a bal-

anced budget this year and the 2021 budget expenses are slightly above the projected income, 

while still clamping down on expenses.  We have a fair amount of reserves from this year and seek 

God where to use.  We are committed in 2021 to meet all of our Missions commitments as well as 

reopening many of WCAG’s ministries. We will continue to focus on how to bring people back to 

church and how to do so safely. 

So what can YOU do?  PRAY!  Please pray for the finances of WCAG and ask God what you can co.  

Consider regular electronic giving and encourage others to do likewise.  Pray for WCAG leadership 

that we may continue to be judicious with God’s money.  Continually praise God for His provisions 

to WCAG.  Pray for our Pastors and Staff as we continue to work through the second year of a pan-

demic.  Pray where God would have you to serve. 

Budget Questions Open From the Floor:  Pastor Jared, Bob Bollinger, and Mike Ross available to answer 

questions. Pastor Jared added, a number of years ago the Deacons agreed to keep 2-3 months of 

income available, about $250,000 to $270,000 to have available in reserves at the end of the year 

on our balance sheets and available at the beginning of the year.  We were able to replenish the 

reserves in 2020 with $270.000 and some change.  Designated giving income previously dropped 

between 2018 and 2019, likely from 50th Anniversary projects and the skewed numbers made it diffi-

cult for the Deacons to determine drops in regular giving and what special projects were done the 

year before.   

Budget Questions:   

• Barry Aldridge stated “generally it’s good news with a little bit of a deficit, about 2% or less for the 

2021 budget  so not an issue.” He raised issue with the reserve and if we would be investing it, either 

into our plans or in some kind of investment.  Stating, “If we spend that money then there is no re-

serves.”  Expressed concern over spending the emergency fund especially with ongoing COVID 

concerns. 

• Per Mike, The reserve fund of 3 months is our floor line, and agreed with Barry that we should not 

spend or make investments.  We have two expenses, operation expenses or recurring expenses, 
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that can fluctuate (examples, salaries, internet bill, etc) and create yearly commitments in spend-

ing.  We don’t plan to make investments, such as capital expenditures, such as new things in the 

building. 

• Per Bob, we try to keep reserves around $250,000 to $270,000, however right now the reserves are 

around $370,000.  Some of the money is committed or pre-assigned.  For instance, some very gen-

erous people have given a significant amount of money towards a new van.  One of our vans is 

from 1998 and in bad shape.  Due to lack of need for use, the van has not been purchased yet, 

but money as already been designated.  Bob explained the facility updates discussed today are 

not absolutes but are put into the plans and allowed by the Board .   

•  Pastor Jared explained we made investments in 2020 to make our live streaming better.  We 

are not investing in commodities.  

 Motion made to approve the 2021 Budget by Barry Aldridge.  Vikram Pedapudi seconded.  All 

approved. 

Open From the Floor: 

• Lori Cannon asked for update on MIT program.  Per Pastor Jared, a decision was made against 

new MIT in 2021 due to COVID and the limited access the MIT would have with working in all of the 

different departments.  Will wait till 2022, since the point of the MIT program is to have the candi-

date involved in all of the ministries of the church.  Pastor Jared and Pastor Brianna plan to meet 

with a church in Kansas City this week, who are interested in starting a MIT program, who inci-

dentally, after over the course of year hosted Pastor MaryBeth for a service, then Pastor John & 

Juliana Tilden and then Pastor Jason Fisher.   

• Pastor Jared thanked the Congregation for their faithfulness in giving and for serving.  He thanked 

staff and all the volunteers that have helped in 2020 when we were shut down.  Especially, being 

flexible with all of the changes was appreciated and the staff’s commitment to serve the church.  

He expressed thanks to Eddie Wilson, Josh Hall and Pastor Jason who helped to lay the ground 

work for live streaming so the church was ready to stream the first week we were closed.  Special 

“thanks” to everyone who “filled in the holes” and especially to our Stream Team who came every 

single Sunday for three months in a row so we could have Sunday morning services while we were 

shut down.  God has richly provided for us and He has been incredibly good to us! 

• Bob Bollinger thanked Joan Newton, Mandi Will and Nancy Anderson for their work and for Laura 

Schnitker helping in the finance department.   

Pastor Jared closed by reading Psalm 25:4-5, 9.  The vision of the church hasn’t changed in 2000 

years.  We are still a worshipping family on mission.  We still want to practice whole life generosity, 

and exist to see Jesus reproduced in every nation and generation.  A lot has changed in a year, 

and continues to change in our nation and in our culture.  And as we look forward, God will show 

the humble His way.  Even though the vision doesn’t change, how you accomplish the vision does.  

How does it look to be a church that reproduces Jesus in every nation and generation?  As times 

change, we are at a place where we are asking the Lord to show us His way, and we are asking 

Him to do that by humbling ourselves.  We are asking everyone to take time to pause, to humble 

ourselves, and to pray and seek the Lord for His direction, so we can accomplish the plans and 

purposes He has for us.  Pastor Jared ended with prayer for the church. 

• The 2021 Annual Business Meeting ended at 1:20 pm. Dave Patient motioned to adjourn.  Silvia 

Conti seconded.  All in agreement.   

Respectfully submitted,  

Sue Hays 
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PAUL ARRINGTON (Deacon Nominee) 

Paul and his family started attending WCAG in 1974, while he was in high 

school.  His wife, Marla, and he became members before their first child 

was born in 1985.  They were active in those early years in the Young Mar-

ried Sunday School class and the church orchestra.  Paul continues to 

play trombone in the orchestra and joined in 1982 when Joann Brooks 

was the musical director.  He served for 18 years as a Royal Ranger com-

mander (1993-2011), 6 years as Deacon (1994-2000), and 7 years as an 

Elder (2004-2011).  Paul has been leading the Mexico Mission projects 

since 2007.  Paul and Marla have three grown children, four grandchil-

dren and one dog.  His spiritual gifts are administration, service & music. 

 

MARILYN HADDING (Deacon Nominee) 

I was always in church growing up but not in a Spirit filled church.   I was 

born again as an adult after reading The Cross and the Switchblade and 

realizing I wasn’t really a Christian.  My family finally found a church home 

at WCAG almost 40 years ago.  While being in the WCAG family, I have 

grown so much in my Christian walk through excellent preaching, Sunday 

school teachings, and many Bible studies.  I have been blessed by teach-

ing Sunday school to children and later newly married couples, facilitat-

ing a number of small groups, going on 2 Mexico Mission trips, serving as 

an Elder for 15 years, and organizing the Welcome Lunch.  My  spiritual 

gifts are exhortation and giving. 

 

KANTHI PARMARGARI (Deacon Nominee) 

Kanthi in my native language means LIGHT.  Jesus Christ enlightened me 
when I was 16 through his gospel.  I grew up in a Christian family in India, 
and church was my second home after I got baptized. I have helped in 
the food ministry within the church since then and actively participated 
in all the church ministries, especially sharing the good news.  I met my 
wife, Padma Janagam, in 2000, and now have now been married to her-
for 14 years. I migrated to the U.S. with my wife, Padma, in 2010. We have 
2 children, Samuel in 5th grade and Jordan in 2nd grade. 

I have received my masters degree in Computer Science, and I work as 
a software engineer-IT at Millipore-sigma. 

We moved from Seattle to St. Louis in 2017. We attended TCF in February 2017, and that is how we 
came to know about WCAG. One thing I greatly admire about WCAG is how the church encourages 
different nationalities to come together as ONE worshiping family. WCAG has become our home 
church. We truly enjoy worship on Sundays and my children are very excited to attend Sunday school 
and other activities on Wednesdays.  We have been WCAG members since 2019. 

I love cooking and helping my wife in the kitchen. I enjoy playing chess with my kids. I also enjoy play-
ing volleyball and cricket occasionally.  I’m looking forward to serving on the WCAG board, if given the 
opportunity, in areas that will use my time, resources and talents God gave me. 

BOARD NOMINEES
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TERRY STRANDQUIST (Deacon Nominee) 

I was raised in a Christian home in northern Minnesota. I gave me heart 

to Christ at age seven at VBS. When I was 18, I was baptized in the Holy 

Spirit.  My second year in college in Minneapolis, I met Beverly. We mar-

ried on September 6, 1969. God has blessed us with three children. Jason 

and his wife, Jill, live in Tempe, AZ. Jodi and her husband, Casey Chap-

man, live in Ottawa, KS with their four boys, Parker, Connor, Cooper and 

Tyler.  Julie and her husband, Eric Powers, live in Ballwin with their chil-

dren, Kaitlyn, David and Michael. After living eight years in Connecticut, 

we moved to Ballwin in 1986. My area of ministry at WCAG has been the 

church choir. Later, I also became part of the worship team. Bev and I 

were on a committee that had the first playground installed. We also 

were young adult sponsors for 14 years.  I have headed up the committee for Men’s Ministry for the 

past seven years. Even though I am retired, God has not allowed me to retire from ministry. My gifts are 

service, helps, hospitality and administration. 

 

CHERIAN KURIAN (Elder Nominee) 

For those of you who don’t me, I have been attending WCAG for over 15 

years. I’m married to my beautiful wife, Sonia Chacko, and we have 2 

beautiful girls, Anica & Shauna, 16 and 12 years old, respectively.  

I grew up in India and was raised in an Orthodox Syrian Christian family. 

During my freshman year in college a very close friend of mine started 

witnessing to me about Jesus. I kept ignoring him, but he was consistent 

in witnessing and inviting me to his church. One day he invited me to ac-

company him to an open-air crusade, and I reluctantly obliged.  At that 

crusade the preacher gave an altar call, and I decided to accept Jesus 

as my Lord and Savior. My newfound faith was not well received by my 

parents and relatives as I was no longer attending the Orthodox Church but was now part of a born-

again church. This was taboo in our culture. I was looked down upon by family and friends. However, 

over time they began to see God’s hand upon my life and soon began to respect my faith. Today my 

parents are extremely happy to see my faith and continue to ask me to intercede for the needs of our 

family. 

I immigrated to the US in 1997 for work reasons and have lived in U.S. since then.  My wife grew up in St. 

Louis and attended Parkway West. She and her family used to attend the church across from us – West 

Hills Community Church. We got married in 2001. After marriage we moved to MA, NJ, WI and back to 

MO. At all these places we were always part of an A/G church. After coming back to STL we were 

looking for a church to call home. We practically went to every known church in town but kept com-

ing back to WCAG. God confirmed in our spirit that this was the church we should be part of, and we 

decided to become members of WCAG. My personal calling is intercession, and I am a regular at-

tendee of the Wednesday night prayer service. I look forward to serving WCAG.  

BOARD NOMINEES
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Friends, 

Psalm 36:5 delights in two of God’s most notable characteristics—his love and faithfulness. He ex-

claims, “Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies.” I cannot think of two 

divine attributes that more accurately describe the Father’s provision for West County, and for me, this 

past year.  

In spite of the uncertainties covid has brought to every aspect of our lives, including the church, God 

has sustained the life, finances, and ministries of WCAG. While saddened, we also celebrate the retire-

ment of two special people who have given years of service to WCAG—Joan Newton and Mike Dol-

lard. Both of them became a fixture in our church, and we will miss them dearly. 

In addition to those changes, I left for a one-year sabbatical on October 1st. I never planned on tak-

ing such a sabbatical, but it proved necessary, and God provided for it through the support of our en-

tire leadership team—pastors, staff, elders, and deacons. All of them have taken on extra responsibili-

ties this year so that I and my family could get the rest and replenishment we need. 

Just in the time I have been away on sabbatical, I have learned about and experienced God’s love 

and faithfulness in new and beautiful ways. I have been reminded that God’s love for us is perfect. It is 

unaffected by what we can or can’t do, have or don’t have, or might or might not be able to do for 

him. He perfectly loves those created in his image and faithfully provides for all of their needs. In this 

season, I am one humble recipient of such provision. 

As it regards sabbatical, I am also convinced that God is and will pour out his love and faithfulness on 

the church. I believe that as people step up to do things they haven’t done before, that they will be 

equipped to serve for years to come in ways they would not have otherwise been able to. God will 

be faithful to lead, sustain, and bless his church, even during this time of significant change. 

I want to say how proud I am, and thankful for, all of those who have made this necessary time away 

possible. Keri and I pray for West County all the time and eagerly look forward to the time when we 

will be reunited with you all to pursue God’s will for us together. 

May the Lord bless you to see and celebrate his limitless love and faithfulness, both as individuals, and 

as the body of Christ gathered at West County.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

 

 

Pastor Jared 

 

JARED STONER, LEAD PASTOR
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BRIANNA MAYBEE, ASSISTANT PASTOR   

Hello West County family, 

In spite of the significant challenges of 2021, God has been faithful to sus-

tain and prosper the many ministries of WCAG. It is my honor to continue 

leading the Missions Department of our church, since this is at the center 

of what our church is about – making disciples of all nations. Even though 

your giving toward missions could have understandably decreased last 

year, amazingly, your missions contributions were far above what we an-

ticipated! As a result, we have been able to faithfully continue our month-

ly financial support of 55 missionary families and ministries, both local and 

global.  In a few cases, we were even able to increase our monthly 

pledge.  

On the missions trip front, we had a team of people from West County 

take a missions trip to Mexico in October. This past year, we also had the 

privilege of seeing two families of our own land in the mission field God 

has called them to. First, our former worship pastor, Jason and Sheila Fish-

er, along with their daughter Grace, landed in England to begin their min-

istry to revitalize local churches. Second, Mary Beth Thoms, one of our for-

mer Missionaries-in-Training, arrived in France to attend language school in 

order to effectively minister to Arabic speakers in Europe. Speaking of the 

Missionary-in-Training, I was able to coordinate with a church in Kansas 

City that is beginning their own Missionary-in-Training program—they loved 

the idea and can’t wait to get started this coming fall. Thank the Lord for 

his blessing in our missions program, that more may hear and know of the 

gospel. 

In my new role as assistant pastor, I have had the honor to serve alongside 

Pastor Jared in leading our adult ministries. These fall roughly into three 

categories: discipleship ministries, common interest groups, and outreach 

ministries.  

In addition to the many ministries that were already established in our 

church, in 2021, the Merry Widows of WCAG, a common interest group of 

widows, that gather regularly to support one another and fellowship over 

a meal were established. Within our outreach ministries, the Deaf Ministry 

effectively changed leadership with renewed vision, and we even saw 

people of all ages step up to learn ASL in a weekly class held at our 

church. This has greatly increased connections between deaf and hear-

ing people!  

As far as discipleship ministries go, this past year Pastor Jared and I began 

laying the groundwork for small groups, which we will launch this spring 

(keep a look out).  Small groups meet all three parts of who our mission 
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statement says we are—a worshiping family on mission. They will provide 

times of worship and Scripture study, building deep relationships together, 

as well as a chance to join others on mission. Please prayerfully consider 

joining a small group this year and experience greater growth in your 

walk with the Lord alongside other brothers and sisters. 

When Pastor Mike retired, we changed the way congregational care was 

handled in order to care for those in various types of need. Two of our el-

ders lead a group of people from the congregation who minister to our 

shut-ins on a regular basis. In addition to that, hospital visits were split be-

tween the elders and pastors in order to make sure everyone receives the 

care they need. It has been a joy for all of us to walk with those in a diffi-

cult time, to represent Jesus to those who are suffering, and to come to-

gether to fill the tremendous shoes of Pastor Mike.  

In addition to those ministries, Pastor Jared’s sabbatical has brought some 

changes to what and how we handle the day-to-day leadership of minis-

tries. Those changes have modified some of what and how I interact with 

other members of our leadership team.   

It continues to be a privilege to help provide pastoral leadership to the 

worship and creative arts department alongside Eddie Wilson, as well as 

to lead worship on a weekly basis.  

I’m thankful for the opportunity to work with the pastors, administrative 

staff, and boards in newly developed partnerships. God has been faithful 

to us every step of the way, and I’m truly eager to see what God has for 

our church in the coming year. 

 

Thank you for your continual prayers and support! 

Pastor Brianna Maybee 
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TINA ALLEN,  KIDZ & MIDDLE SCHOOL PASTOR

Dear Church Family, 

 

As we look back on 2021, we can definitely say it has been an interesting 

season of ministry!  When the Covid disease first entered our world in 2020, 

we thought it would be a few weeks, and then we would be back to nor-

mal.  However, nothing has truly been normal since then.  We have had 

to fully trust God in a new way to give us wisdom in how to move forward 

in reaching, discipling and ministering to our kids and teens.   

 

Our EARLY CHILDHOOD MINISTRY is led by our ECM Director, Laura Schnit-

ker.  She and her team of leaders were dedicated to ministering to our 

little ones whether in person or online.  A lot of work went into creating 

videos for each week for those who needed to remain at home.  We re-

ceived many encouraging text, emails and phone calls thanking our 

leaders for being creative and committed to keeping our little ones con-

nected and discipled.  Our little ones enjoyed several playground play 

dates, picnics, family pool days, and library story times.  We are so thank-

ful for all our leaders who gave above and beyond to keep our ministries 

moving forward. 

 

 

Our ELEMENTARY KIDZ MINISTRY has a combi-

nation of ministries supported by some very 

special Coordinators – Stacey Seipp (Mpact), 

Mark Stiller (Rangers), Danielle Hasty (Sunday 

School), and June Kinger (JBQ).  Due to the 

nature of JBQ, we have been unable to par-

ticipate but hope to this fall.   

These coordinators and leaders took the 

changes that had to take place and ran with 

them!  They did amazing under the circum-

stances!  Our kidz took all of these changes 

and protocols so well and kept participating in 

services, classes and activities.   

Our kidz enjoyed a spring and summer of spe-

cial activities – playground nights, bbq and 

game nights, Bubble Bus night, family swim 

nights, and more.   

We are looking forward to this next year and 

praying we can connect and disciple in more 

ways! 

 

 



15 

TINA ALLEN, KIDZ & MIDDLE SCHOOL PASTOR

Our MIDDLE SCHOOL MINISTRY has had a great year!  It was nice to 

be able to have outdoor services and zoom meetings even when 

meeting inside was difficult.  We enjoyed many Bible studies around 

the bonfires!  We have walked through several books of the Bible 

verse by verse, we have discussed many current topics teens are 

dealing with during this season and how we can look to God’s Word 

as an encouragement and a source of hope.  We enjoyed a ton of 

activities – flashlight tag, underground church, capture the flag, 

bbq’s, bonfire nights, movie nights, game nights and so much more.  

We have a great group of middle school teens! 
 

Eric and I had quite an eventful year!  We had to take extra precau-

tions during pregnancy in this Covid season.  Then our little blessing, 

Emma Faith, arrived in May.  Eric’s stepdad passed away the week 

she was born. And then, my father who lived with us and cared for 

my mother, passed away, unexpectedly in July.  It’s been a year of 

highs and lows personally in our family.  God has been faithful, but so 

has our church family.  We’ve felt so loved by our church family who 

encouraged us by praying, texting, calling, bringing food, and so 

much more.  Several people stepped up in incredible ways during 

this time to keep our ministries moving forward…I would like to thank 

Pastor Jacob, Stacey Seipp, Mark Stiller, Danielle Hasty, Laura Schnit-

ker, and my husband, Eric.  Our family is so thankful we are connect-

ed to a church congregation that is truly family!   

 

We love you so very much! 

Pastor Tina & Eric Allen 
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JACOB SHAFFER, HIGH SCHOOL & YOUNG ADULTS PASTOR 

The WCAG Youth HIGH SCHOOL students have had an incredible 

year in 2021! We are looking back with gratitude for the ways that 

the Lord has provided for our students during this past season and 

looking forward with hopeful expectation that He will continue to do 

His work in and through their lives for His glory! 

A couple of highlights from 2021 are: 

Youth Summer Camp – We took a group of students up to Carlin-

ville, Illinois for Breakaway Summer Camp! We had such a great 

time making a lot of fun memories, growing closer to Jesus, play-

ing fun games and building our relationships with one another. 

We even had a few students communicate that they felt that 

the Lord had called them into full-time ministry during this camp! 

Praise God for all that He is doing in the lives of our students! 

Fine Arts – WCAG Youth had several students attend Fine Arts this 

year! We had several students qualify for Nationals in their cate-

gories. We are so proud of how our students use their giftings to 

worship and glorify Jesus! 

2021 has been a great year for WCAG Youth – we have seen stu-

dents deepen their faith in Jesus, take steps of obedience to Christ, 

be baptized, tell their friends about Jesus, and the love of God 

poured out in beautiful ways through their lives. We are thankful for 

all the ways that God is on the move in our Youth Group – thank you, 

Jesus! 

We are very blessed to serve our students alongside some incredible 

Youth Leaders that pour their hearts and soul into these students eve-

ry week! We are so thankful for each of you and truly could not do 

this ministry without you! 

2021 has been a huge year for our YOUNG ADULT Ministry (The Sum-

mit) at WCAG! There is much to celebrate and to be excited about 

with our young adult ministry, and we are looking ahead with excite-

ment about all that the Lord will do in 2022! Through all of this, all of 

the praise and glory goes to God – “So neither the one who plants 

nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things 

grow.” (1 Cor. 3:7) 

A few of the highlights from 2021 are: 

Family Dinners – One of the ways that we are continuing to build 

community among our young adults is through young adult 

Family Dinners. Twice a month, we meet at different restaurants 

in the St. Louis area to eat dinner and have fellowship together.  

Summit Nights – Once a month we have our “Summit Night” where 

we gather for worship, a message, and fellowship. This is always 

such a powerful time that God uses to continue to draw us clos-

er to Him and to align us with His heart. At our very last Summit 

Night of the year, we had 30 young adults attend service! That is 

more than triple what our attendance was at the beginning of 
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JACOB SHAFFER, HIGH SCHOOL  & YOUNG ADULTS PASTOR 

the year – praise the Lord for how He is bringing more Young 

Adults in to hear the message of the Gospel and to be discipled 

to follow Jesus! 

Serve Days – Once a month, we gather as a young adult family to 

serve in our community together. This past year, we have served 

our community in various ways: yard work, painting, packing a U-

Haul, cleaning homes, packaging food items, and much more! In 

doing this, we are living out our faith and putting the Gospel into 

action.  

Sunday School – One of the last things that we have implemented this 

year has been our young adult Sunday school class! This has been 

such a helpful tool in giving our young adults a place to dig deeper 

into God’s Word with one another, and to study important theologi-

cal topics in a conversational style lesson.  

We are truly blown away at all the Lord has done, and is doing, in our 

young adults at WCAG. He has provided us with incredible leaders that 

serve our young adults so well and are so instrumental in discipling them 

to be more like Jesus! We are filled with joy and honored to be a part of 

this incredible ministry!  

On a personal note, this year has been filled with great joy and a lot of 

change! As we look back over the past year, it is clear that the Lord has 

been leading and providing for us every step of the way. His compas-

sion for us never fails and His mercies are new every morning – and for 

that, we are grateful. As we enter into a new year, with more joy and 

change, we are continuing to put our trust and hope in the one who 

never changes! 

This coming year, we will be welcoming a new addition to our family – 

a baby boy! We are excited to add another baby to our Kidz Church 

attendance and to see our little family grow just a bit more. Our 

daughter, Elaina, already has a love for being at WCAG and knows 

how to get to the nursery on her own! We are looking forward to 

watching our kids grow in their knowledge and love for Jesus here at 

WCAG. 

Through all of 2021, Kaeli and I have just 

been reminded how honored and privilege 

we feel to serve WCAG as High School and 

Young Adults Pastors, and truly feel blessed 

to call this church our home! The Lord knew, 

even before we knew, how much it would 

bless us to be a part of the WCAG family 

and to serve you all. Thank you for continu-

ing to love on us and valuing the High 

School/Young Adults ministries! 
 

We love you and appreciate  

your kindness to us, WCAG Family! 

Pastor Jacob & Kaeli Shaffer   
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INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES 

IRANIAN CHURCH OF ST. LOUIS: 

• In the beginning of 2021,the Lord opened the door for several new-

comers - seven new people started coming to our church.  

• Throughout the year, Raymond led a Bible study on Zoom with one 

family every other Friday. In addition, every Wednesday night we held 

a prayer meeting on Zoom.  

• In March, we had our first large service with 35 people to celebrate 

the Iranian New Year.   

• For Mother's Day we had 15 guests present to honor our mothers.  

• We also had a great attendance for Father's Day in June, including 11 

fathers with their families.  

• In July, our church decided to go on outreaches on the last Friday of 

each month. This allowed us to reach out and build relationships with 

six new, young families.  

• November was exciting because we held a three night retreat with 

Pastor Sepehr, from the local Arabic church. This retreat included 

three different sermons with an opportunity for Q&A at the end of 

each sermon. Some non-believers even attended the retreat and 

gave positive feedback.  

• In December, we had our annual Christmas outreach with 95 guests, 

including many non-believers. Our worship team, along with help from 

dear Iranian friends who were visiting, led the music of the event.  

We are so thankful for God’s continued provision for ministry to Iranians and Farsi speakers in St. Louis! 

 

BRAZILIANS IN CHRIST IN ST. LOUIS: 

To summarize our experience during the year of 2021, the best way to 

describe it is that it was a real challenge.  The challenge was gathering 

the remaining Brazilians that live in this area as many moved to different 

states and cities.  

We decided to create electronic means to build trust in our ministry since 

Ademir and Leila moved to Texas. We used the WhatsApp group with 

weekly Bible reflections and messages for about 8 months.  Then we start-

ed to receive feedback from the people willing to gather again and de-

siring to meet us.   

Next, we scheduled a few services with an average of 10-15 people. We 

also developed a prayer campaign and Bible studies at home to em-

power our fellowship.  

From that experience and those special gathering moments, we gained 

the confidence that our group needed to increase in numbers and es-

tablish it for the glory of our Lord. The best is still to come. 
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TELUGU CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

2021 was a blessed year for Telugu Christian Fellowship (TCF). “Renew” was the theme for TCF for 2021 

and was taken from Romans 12:2: "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is - his good, 

pleasing and perfect will.” 

At the beginning of the year, the fellowship met in small groups and did a deep study on Romans 12:2.  

Later on in the year we resumed meeting in person at WCAG.  In February, we had a special meeting 

which focused on building and growing our marriages. Many couples participated in the meeting and 

it was very practical and helpful.   As a part of studying and learning the Word of God, we had a ques-

tionnaire study on the book of Philippians in spring and had our Annual Quiz on the book of Isaiah, 

chapters 40-66, in summer.  We learned what it means to be Ambassadors for Christ at our Annual 

Camp in July.  In August,  we met up to pray for the nations, celebrated the Indian Independence Day 

and 14th anniversary of our TCF.  We finished the year strong with our Annual Christmas Celebration, 

“CHRISTMAS UNMASKED” and Watch Night service on December 31.  

We are pleased to say the Lord has been increasing the numbers in our group.  This year we had two 

new additions. One, we expanded our kids ministry. We now have two groups, one for the Elementary 

kids and the other for the Middle school kids.  Secondly, the worship team was able to initiate "Night of 

Worship (NOW)," a time solely dedicated to praise and worship on a monthly basis which is broadcast 

live from the WCAG sanctuary.  People from various countries have streamed this worship service and 

have been blessed.  

The Kids ministry this year learned about the 10 Commandments.  The Middle School ministry had dis-

cussions and teachings about how they can know & experience God even in new/unfamiliar/difficult 

situations. The High School ministry did a study on the book “Power of a Praying Teen,”  while working 

on memorizing Psalm 119.  The Men’s ministry had several fun outdoor/ home activities with meaningful 

discussions on real life/ day to day topics like walking with God, Spiritual and Physical endurance etc. 

The Women’s ministry did a focused study on the books, “An Imperfect Woman” and “12 Extraordinary 

Women in the Bible.” The outreach team did various outreach programs throughout the year.  Some of 

the highlights were being able to participate in "Pray for Lou" , partnering with "Sikhs of STL" in a food 

drive, and donating food and clothes to Afghan families who were in crisis.  We also dropped food off 

at "Little Sisters of Poor."  Our kids from TCF prayed for the people in that location.  

Looking back, our hearts are  grateful for what the Lord has done and is doing in our group and we 

look forward with expectancy for what He is going to do in the year 2022.  We sincerely thank the West 

County church and leadership for letting us use the church resources and giving us the opportunity to 

partner in the work of His Kingdom. 

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES 
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WORSHIP & CREATIVE ARTS 

Dear Church Family,  

As I look back on 2021, I am just so very thankful for God’s provision and 

for so many volunteers who bring their creative talents to the Lord to pre-

sent a truly fragrant offering to Him constantly.   

I smile and get a little misty-eyed as I remember the choir’s rousing rendi-

tion of “Ain’t No Grave” at Easter, the video testimonies and interviews 

we saw on the big screen, the amazing Bethlehem set Christy painted for 

the sanctuary, the acoustic group we had on Christmas Eve, and so 

much more. 

The WCAG Christmas Concert, Behold the Lamb, will be remembered 

well for its heartfelt, authentic worship in English, Farsi and in Russian lan-

guages.  We will never forget the tornado drill at the Friday night show!  

Thank you Lord for protecting us and making us a safe place to worship! 

We are working hard on infrastructure so we can support more and more 

people after this season of limited togetherness is over. We continue on 

an ambitious course of repairs, upgrades and maintenance to sanctuary 

lighting, video and sound, and Kirstin Terris is working with our massive 

music library to make five decades of music searchable and usable in 

this digital era.  She is just about half done analyzing thousands of pages.  

Her patience and focus are amazing!  

I am very grateful for the new people who joined the WACA ministries in 

2021. We continue to pray for more who want to express themselves to 

our Father in music, art, video production, presentation technology, 

composition, dancing, or acting.  May they find their way into our WACA 

family so we might walk alongside them, worshiping the Lord with every 

step.  

With Much Gratitude,  

Eddie Wilson 

Worship & Creative Arts Director 
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A TIME FOR EVERYTHING 

Ecclesiastes 3 tells us, “There is a time for everything, a season for every activity under the heavens.”   
 

A TIME TO BE BORN - In 2021 we welcomed 6 newborns into the WCAG family. 

• Emma Allen was born on May 24, 2021.  Proud parents are Eric and Tina Allen. 

• Isaiah Ethakoti was born on June 25, 2021.  Proud parents are Daniel and Sarah Ethakoti. 

• Mia Balaban was born on August 14, 2021.  Proud parents are Roman and Masha Balaban. 

• Moriah George was born on October 21, 2021.  Proud parents are Jonathon and Maryanne George. 

• Isaiah Sashidaran was born on December 2, 2021.  Proud parents are Isaiah and Kenzi Sashidharan. 

• Wesley O’Leary was born on December 16, 2021.  Proud parents are Bryan and Jamie O’Leary. 
 

A TIME TO MOURN  - In 2021, we said our final goodbye to many loved ones within the WCAG family. 

Dan Dollard—February 9, 2021   John Verdon—June 28, 2021 

Art Jacobsmeyer—February 18, 2021  Vickee Vollmer - July 13, 2021 

Norm Flood—March 22, 2021   Lee Wheeler—October 23, 2021 

Joe Levasseur—March 26, 2021   Joe Palermo—October 24, 2021 

Paul Freiert—May 18, 2021   Stuart Knoepfel—November 20, 2021 

       Oz Conrad—December 23, 2021 
 

A TIME TO UPROOT - In 2021, two of our WCAG staff leadership in the WCAG family retired.  Each served 

our family well for over 20+ years.   

 

 
 

 

Mike Dollard       Joan Newton 

Pastor                              Office Manager 
 

A TIME TO PLANT - In 2021, we welcomed two new staff  

to the WCAG Leadership. 
 

David Godbout      Laura Schnitker 

Sabbatical Teaching Pastor         Office Assistant  
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FACILITIES UPDATE 

In 2021, WCAG facilities continued to make small but positive improve-

ments.   There were also many behind the scenes upgrades which may 

not be noticed.    

Here are a few of the larger projects completed in 2021. 

• The Library moved to the Prayer room. Shelving was moved and ex-

panded from the old Library creating more space and an open feel. 

A generous member of WCAG donated all new furnishings for this 

room.  This is still a Prayer room but now serves double duty. This is a 

great place to meet with a small group, study or spend time in pray-

er. 

• WCAG received some much needed directional signs.  These signs 

are throughout most of the main parts of the building. 

• A cement walkway was installed from the parking lot to the play-

ground. This will assist people using wheelchairs and strollers with bet-

ter access to the playground. Concrete steps were also installed over 

the median in front of the office. This was a needed safety feature. 

• There were lighting upgrades and repairs made to all of the theatrical 

lights in the sanctuary.  The hardware that drives the entire system 

was very old and failing.  Therefore, new hardware was purchased 

and installed greatly improving the lighting. 

• The former library room was transformed to serve as our video stream-

ing room.  Every service that is streamed goes through this room 

where each Sunday, volunteers manage the whole experience that 

people see at home or wherever they may be when unable to at-

tend. 

• A family restroom was created which can specifically address the 

needs of a family and those with a handicap.  This room is located in 

the former men’s restroom. 

Cleaning has taken on added meaning these last few years.  We have 

become more conscious and focused on 

disinfecting to keep germs to a minimum. 

This is a large building which takes a great 

deal of effort and planning. We continue 

to  update other areas inside and outside 

our campus. 

Respectfully,  

Bob Bollinger 
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FINANCIAL REPORT

Below is a summary of our actual income and expenses for 2019-2021: 

• In 2021, total income was down by 6% and expenses were up 20% 

• Re-opened ministries and services in 2021 

• All missions commitments and pledges continue to be met! 

• Reserves are healthy 

• We continue to praise God for always providing for our needs 

2022 Proposed Budget 

• Projections for 2022 have been adjusted downward to reflect giving patterns from prior year 

• The 2022 budget expenses are slightly above projected income, but remain below prior year 

• Leadership will once again attempt to curb expenses in 2022, but we must remain vigilant in allow-

ing our Pastors to focus on discipleship 

• Missions continues to be a top priority in our spending 

 

So, what can you do? 

• Praise God for His provisions to WCAG 

• Pray for WCAG leadership that we may continue to be good stewards of God’s provision; ask what 

His plans are for the church and how we can help 

• Participate in giving of your finances to ensure our church as the funds needed to grow its ministries 

• Partner with our pastors and ministry leaders; invest your talents in ways that will have a meaningful 

and tremendous impact upon the lives of others 

  2019 2020 2021 

Total Income $1,691,508    $1,593,762 $1,497,502 

Total Expenses $1,783,674 $1,323,416 $1,593,045 

Profit/(Loss) ($92,166) $270,345 ($95,542) 

Reserves $148,571 $372,911 $325,158 

  2021 – Budget 2021 – Actual 2022 - Budget 

Contributions $1,200,000 $1,164,539 $1,160,000 

Total Income $1,327,253 $1,497,502 $1,307,125 

Expenses $1,350,586 $1,593,045 $1,343,863 

Net Income/(Loss) ($23,333) ($95,542) ($36,738) 
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