
uses to perfect us. It’s our sometimes unsancti-

fied family that God uses to sanctify us—to 

teach us to humble ourselves before each 

other and to give and receive God’s grace in 

its various transforming expressions. 

The fact that we know we will struggle with sin 

doesn’t excuse the sins we commit against 

each other, but it should give us a healthy 

dose of reality. If we have any level of self-

awareness about our own shortcomings, then 

we shouldn’t be shocked to discover than oth-

ers have shortcomings as well. I sometimes 

hear people talk about the imperfections of 

the church as though they are shocked by 

them and I wonder if they’ve read anything 

the Bible has to say about our family. We’re a 

part of the best, broken family on planet 

earth—the church—the family of our good 

Father. And it’s in that family that God trans-

forms us and uses our relationships to grow us 

in our walk with Him. So what about mission? 

Mission 

Ultimately, our mission is inseparably tied to our 

family, which is based upon our worship of the 

Father. In other words, worship leads to family 

leads to mission; there is an order to these 

three things. We typically state God’s mission 

in a couple ways, usually quoting Genesis 12 

and Matthew 28 and we’re right to do so. But I 

want to remind us that our mission to see Jesus 

reproduced in people’s lives happens as a 

part of a worshipping family, not in isolation 

from it. 

In the family, we learn to worship God and to 

forsake idolatry. In the family, we learn to 

obey everything Jesus commanded us about 

how to love God and love each other and 

relate to the world around us. In the family, we 

learn to deal with sin in its various forms. In the 

family, we receive strength and support to 

grow. Those things don’t take place in a vacu-

um; they take place in a worshipping family. 

Think about a human family for a moment, 

especially a family with a lot of children. If you 

have an older sibling or you were the older 

sibling, you might know a little bit about this. It 

is sometimes the case that older siblings help 

younger siblings figure out how to live in the 

family. When you’re in the grocery store and 

the younger sibling starts to throw a fit and 

the older sibling intervenes and saves their life 

by telling them that’s not how they deal with 

disappointment in this family. If the older sib-

ling is wise and mature, they might help them 

understand how to relate to dad, how to or-

der their life, how the rhythm of the family 

works, how to understand the limits and 

boundaries that are in place—how to obey 

everything and enjoy family life. 

My point is that to a certain extent, the life we 

live together is the tool that God uses to re-

produce Jesus in us. How can we see Jesus 

reproduced in us if we don’t live life together 

as a worshiping family? How did Jesus teach 

his disciples to obey everything he com-

manded? Weekly one on one meetings? 

Weekly staff meetings? A DVD curriculum? A 

weekend conference? Or did he do it over a 

hundred different meals and in a hundred 

different services and through the collective 

interaction of the family he created while he 

was here? That’s a rhetorical question be-

cause the answer is obvious—Jesus created a 

worshipping family who joined him in his mis-

sion of blessing the nations by inviting them 

into the Father’s family. And then his disciples 

did the same thing. And so did their disciples. 

If people could pass on their family values in 

any other way than spending two decades 

trying to do it over dinner, etc., parents would 

send their kids to a conference or buy them a 

curriculum, “How To Live In This Family.” But it 

can’t be done that way. Nor can we make 

disciples that way. It just doesn’t work. Which 

is why God us to be a worshiping family on 

mission, a place where we get the object of 

our worship right, where we live our lives to-

gether as a family, where we join the Father in 

His mission to bless all the nations of the earth. 

Idolatry, Isolation, Purpose 

Living as a worshiping family heals our idolatry 

and begins to heal the devastating effects of 

our idolatry, but that ultimately gets worked 

out in family life. We worship as a family. We 

remind each other of the true object of our 

worship. We help each other worship the right 

thing. We’re a community who regularly 

gathers to worship together; it’s the rhythm of 

our family—it’s what brings us together. 

Living as a family heals our isolation. With idol-

atry came the isolation of Adam and Eve, 

who turned on each other when God asked 

them to give an account of their sin. They 

were no longer part of a unified family, but 

each left on their own, each trying to save 

themselves by subverting the other. Can you 

imagine the conversation that took place 

after they were done talking to God? Living 

as a family leads us out of isolation into rela-

tionship. 

Living on mission means that we invite others 

to experience what we have been invited to 

experience. We invite others into this family in 

which we are learning to live out our relation-

ship with the Father and with each other. We 

invite them to invite others into the family as 

well. We teach others what we have learned 

about family life and they teach us what they 

have learned. And we walk this path togeth-

er. 

Conclusion 

Living as a worshiping family on mission is not 

easy. It demands sacrifices. It requires grace. 

It means we will at times be hurt or disap-

pointed. But it is the way God created us to 

live together. It’s His plan for His people. 

But imagine what we could do if we learned 

to live together as family. Imagine people 

who have never seen a healthy family who 

saw ours—what difference would that make? 

Imagine how much we could grow spiritually 

if we used the tools God provided for us—a 

worshiping family. 

 

So what is God saying? And what are we go-

ing to do about it? 
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Worshiping Family On Mission 

This is the second message in our vision series. 

In this series, we’re talking about the vision 

we, as a leadership team, believe God has 

put on our hearts for WCAG. Let’s begin by 

considering our vision statement: WCAG is a 

worshiping family on mission. Practicing whole

-life generosity, we exist to reproduce Jesus in 

people of every nation and generation. Last 

week I told you that we use the Great Com-

mandment and the Great Commission as 

hooks on which to hang this phrase, worship-

ing family on mission.  

The Great Commandment, found in Matthew 

22 or Mark 12, says, “Love the Lord your God 

with all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength 

and love your neighbor as yourself.” The first 

part of that commandment exhorts us to love 

God—to worship Him with every part of who 

we are. The second part of that command-

ment exhorts us to love our neighbor as our-

selves—to live out our life together as part of 

the family of God. The Great Commission de-

scribes our mission, “Go into all the world 

therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you.” 

This morning I want to spend some time talk-

ing in more detail about what it means to be 

a worshipping family on mission and why we 

chose that phrase. 

Worship 

One of the defining questions of every human 

life is: what do I worship? The answer to that 

question determines the direction our lives 

take, just as it determined the direction Adam 

and Eve’s lives took. God created us to wor-

ship Him—to joyfully surrender to His goodness 

and sovereignty—to honor the boundaries He 

set and live within the limits He fixed into the 

order of His creation. Worshiping God puts us 

in harmony with our Creator and His creation. 

It means that we are round pegs in round 

holes—we are complete. 

However, we have a worship problem and 

that because of sin. Our worship problem is 

not the style of music we play in church, it’s 

our idolatrous heart. Like Adam and Eve, we 

“exchange the truth of God for a lie, and 

worship and serve the creature rather than 

the Creator…” Throughout the course of his-

tory, humans have worshiped a long list of 

things in place of God. Some have worshiped 

heavenly bodies—the sun or moon or stars. 

Others have worshipped animals—birds or 

cats. Some have worshiped other people. 

Some have worshiped themselves by serving 

their own desires and passions and trusting in 

their own power or goodness. The object of 

our idolatry makes very little difference; if 

we’re worshiping anything other than God, 

we still have a worship problem. 

And make no mistake, the effects of our idol-

atry are devastating. Paul lists the results of 

our worship problem at the end of Romans 1. 

It includes such things as degrading passions, 

depraved minds, unrighteousness, wicked-

ness, greed, evil, envy, murder, strife, deceit, 

malice, gossip, slander, hatred, insolence, ar-

rogance, boasting, disobedience, ignorance, 

hatred, and cruelty (Romans 1:26-32). When 

you watch the news tomorrow, and you see 

and hear about the brokenness of our world, 

keep in mind that all of them, at least ac-

cording to Paul, are the result of our worship 

problem—our idolatry. 

God, through the death of Jesus, invites us to 

worship Him—to turn be set aright—to turn 

away from the idols that have so darkened 

our minds and twisted our hearts. That is 

God’s invitation to us and to all mankind. 

Scripture is filled with calls for God’s people to 

gather together to worship—to reaffirm God’s 

sovereign goodness over us and over His cre-

ation—to get right what we so easily get 

wrong. Psalm 117 exemplifies this very truth: 

“1Praise the Lord, all you nations; extol him, all 

you peoples. 2For great is his love toward us, 

and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forev-

er. Praise the Lord.” God invites the whole 

world to worship Him and be restored to the 

beauty and order of Eden. That is the basis of 

our life together—the first step in becoming a 

worshiping family on mission. 

The basis of our life together is not our geo-

graphical proximity, nor our political similarity, 

nor or shared moral standards. The basis of 

our shared life is our shared worship of the Fa-

ther through Jesus. The reason we must gath-

er together on a regular basis to worship is to 

remind each other that God is the true object 

of our worship—to declare the truth we so 

easily forget. That’s why worship is not about 

me or you or what I like or what you like; wor-

ship is about God and what He likes and who 

we are in relationship to who He is. That’s why 

it’s so important for us to worship together 

when we’re together even if it’s not on Sun-

day morning at 8:15 or 11:00am. Worship is 

the basis of our life with God, but also our life 

as family. So what about family? 

Family 

The only way our hearts can be made to wor-

ship the Father is through the work of Jesus on 

the cross—through his death for us. By trusting 

in his death for us, God regenerates our 

hearts and makes it possible for us to worship 

the Him instead of other things. That’s a super-

natural experience and as a part of that ex-

perience, we are adopted by God into His 

family. Paul says it this way: “4But when the 

fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 

born of woman, born under the law, 5to re-

deem those who were under the law, so that 

we might receive adoption as sons. 6And be-

cause you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 

his Son into our hearts, by which we cry, 

“Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a 

son, and if a son, then an heir through God 

(Galatians 4:4-7).” 

Let me say it another way: our relationship 

with each other is not as one member of a 

community to another, but as one member of 

a family to another. Communities are based 

on proximity or shared personal interests. If 

you change your location or stop liking one 

thing and start liking another, you can 

change communities. Family, on the other 

hand, is the gift you’re given when you’re 

born that you can’t give back. It doesn’t mat-

ter how far away you move or how many 

times you start or stop liking something; your 

family is your family, period. When Scripture 

calls God our Father, and calls us sons and 

daughters and brothers and sisters, it’s telling 

us that we’re a family. What does that mean? 

Our spiritual family has quite a number of 

characteristics, which we’re not going to try 

to cover this morning. But one way to think 

about it is that we’re a family of recovering 

idolaters (worship), which means that we still 

suffer from the residual effects of our various 

idolatries. You remember that long list of ugly 

things I read earlier—we’re still struggling 

against those things and sometimes they get 

the better of us, don’t they? And when they 

do, we sin not only against God, but also 

against our family. In fact, it’s easier to sin 

against and hurt your family than anyone else 

in the world because we tend to take that 

relationship for granted. 

You don’t have to go any further than Scrip-

ture to see the truth of what I’m talking about. 

How many times does Jesus have to pull his 

disciples apart because they are trying to lord 

it over one another, or they want to call 

down fire and destroy a whole city, or they all 

take off running? How many times does Paul 

have implore the churches to get along with 

each other—sometimes even by name—to 

love each other, to forgive each other, to 

bear with one another, to stop gossiping and 

slandering each other and live like true sons 

and daughters of their Heavenly Father? 

Family is messy. Family is work. But family is 

worth it. 

I read a quote the other day that said, “our 

family is the first community to disappoint us.” 

That’s just as true of the church family as any 

other family because we are imperfect. But 

ironically, it’s our imperfect family that God 


