
We believe you can measure the size of your 

life by the difference your generosity makes in 
the lives of others, whether they know it or not. 

How much of your life is about you, and how 

much is about others? How much of our life as a 

church is about us? How much is about others? 

Two, we believe that generosity is something 

that should be demonstrated with our whole life, 

not just as we often think about it, with our fi-

nances. In fact, we firmly believe that generosity 

should be the mark of every part of our life—in 

our worship, with our family, and on our mission. 

We should be generous in our worship. We 

should be generous in our life together as broth-

ers and sisters. We should be generous in our 

work on God’s mission. God has been so incredi-

bly generous toward us in Christ and in life, how 

can we be His children without being generous? 

So what about reproducing Jesus in people of 

every nation and generation? 

Reproducing Jesus 

If you carefully read the New Testament in par-

ticular, we believe you will discover that God’s 

mission, and thus our mission, is to make disciples, 

not get people saved. In Matthew 28:19-20, Je-

sus tells his disciples to make more disciples, 

which he defines as people who obey every-

thing Jesus commanded his disciples. In Gala-

tians 4:19, Paul says he remains in labor pains 

until Christ has been formed in his Galatian disci-

ples. Paul tells the Corinthians that they are be-

ing “transformed into [the] likeness [of Christ] with 

ever-increasing glory (2Corinthians 3:18).” While 

we came up with the phrase “reproducing Je-

sus,” like the phrase “whole-life generosity,” we 

believe it accurately reflects the fact that we 

have been called to make disciples whose lives 

look like the life of Jesus. 

So how do we do that and who do we do that 

with? Well, that starts with us—with me—with 

your leaders. Like everyone else, we can never 

reproduce in others what we have not experi-

enced ourselves, and while we will never fully 

get there, we want to see Jesus reproduced in 

our lives more and more and more. And we’re 

working on that. And we’re trying to increase the 

ways in which we can all have Jesus reproduced 

in our lives—how that can become a natural 

and regular part of our life together as a family. 

While we hope that is the goal of every church, 

we also qualify that statement in two very im-

portant ways: we want to reproduce Jesus in 

people of every nation and every generation. 

First, we believe the church is by its very nature 

international, and so we want to be internation-

al as well. We desire to be a church that gives 

the world a foretaste of what heaven will be 

like—a worshiping family on mission, made up of 

people from every nation, tribe, and tongue. 

Revelation 5:9 says that the four living creatures 

and 24 elders fell down “and they sang a new 

song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to 

open its seals, because you were slain, and with 

your blood you purchased men for God from 

every tribe and language and people and na-

tion.” 

Second, we believe the church is by its very na-

ture intergenerational, and so we want to be 

intergenerational as well. Our culture has be-

come more and more and more stratified by 

age and therefore, by the preferences of vari-

ous age groups. Those preferences affect the 

style of music we prefer, the volume of that mu-

sic, the issues we care about and how we vote, 

the way we dress, our aspirations in life, the way 

we spend money—the list goes on and on. And 

while it’s easy for the church to get caught in 

the trap of marketing to a small segment of the 

population in order to give them everything 

they want, we believe that having every age 

represented in our family is the only real way to 

truly be a family. What else is a family if not 

great-grandparents and grandparents and par-

ents and children all living life together, and all 

sacrificing some of what they prefer for the sake 

of the rest of the family. How can we, as the 

Psalmist says, “…not hide from…the next gener-

ation…the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his 

power, and the wonders he has done (Psalm 

78:4),” unless we’re living together as a family? 

That means we will not always get what we 

want, and we think that’s good for us. 

Conclusion 

I’m done, but I want you to indulge me for just a 

minute longer. Think about what we could do if 

God enabled us to really live this out—really 

lived it out. What if our adoption by the Father 

actually proved to be more powerful than our 

personal demographics? What if we lived like 

the family Scripture says we are—in relationship 

with other children who are different ages and 

different races? What if we joined together as a 

radically diverse family to accomplish the work 

of the Father? Wouldn’t that prove to be far 

more powerful than even the most well-written 

treatises and penetrating Facebook posts that 

come from even the most articulate Christians 

or Christian ministries? In our simmering and seg-

regated world, wouldn’t it be great if our neigh-

bors got to see our hope lived out in front of 

them day after day? That won’t happen by ac-

cident—there are too many obstacles; if it were 

easy, everyone would be doing it. 

What if we decided to allow God to prune us so 

that we could be generous with every part of 

our lives? What if our lives became less about us 

and more about the Father, and more about 

our family, and more about the Father’s work? 

What if we measured our wealth, not by how 

much we could save, but by how much we 

could give away? 

What if we stopped swearing allegiance to Je-

sus and started living like him—I mean really liv-

ing like him? What if the people you work with or 

live next to or have in class wanted to be with 

you because of the life they saw in you, even 

though they didn’t agree with you on every-

thing? People have heard enough about Jesus; 

what they really need is to see him living his life 

through us. In the end, churches, even huge 

ones, don’t change the world; disciples change 

the world. 

I am so incredibly hungry to see lived out what I 

read in the pages of Scripture. I realize that 

means I personally will have to change, but I’m 

willing. My question to us is very simple: are we 

willing to change? Are you willing to change 

what must be changed in order to live out what 

Scripture calls you to live out? Are we willing to 

change—as a church—what must be changed 

in order to live out what Scripture tells us we 

should be living out? 

So, what is God saying to you and what are you 

going to do about it? Let’s take a minute and 

prayerfully consider those two questions. 
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WCAG Vision Series 

Today, I want to begin sharing with you the vi-

sion we believe God has given us for WCAG. Let 

me insert a few brief footnotes before we begin. 

One, when I say “we,” I mean the Deacons, El-

ders, and Pastors—the people you as a congre-

gation have selected to represent you in the 

leadership of this church. Two, this has been a 

rather lengthy process that has included current 

and former leaders, numerous meetings, and a 

significant amount of prayer. Three, in this pro-

cess we have attempted to be faithful both to 

the unchanging nature of the church, wherever 

and whenever it may be found, and to the par-

ticular history of this church in this city at this 

time. 

Four, clarifying our vision is far more than mar-

keting or elevator speeches. Vision gives direc-

tion. Vision determines what you say “yes” to, 

and what you say “no” to. Vision aligns the re-

sources God has entrusted to us with the pur-

pose God has for us. When I think about the im-

portance of clear vision and the impact that 

has on direction, I cannot help but think about 

Jesus’ interaction with his disciples in Mark 1, 

which is where I want to start our time together. 

Vision & Direction 

Within the first 20 verses of Mark chapter one, 

we encounter John the Baptist, see Jesus get 

baptized, hear the description of Jesus’ tempta-

tion in the wilderness, and meet the first four dis-

ciples. Immediately after, in verses 21 through 

28, Jesus begins teaching in the synagogue in 

Capernaum when he bumps into a demon-

possessed in the middle of his sermon. Not flus-

tered in the least, Jesus casts the demon out of 

the man, and immediately, the demon publical-

ly identifies Jesus as “the Holy One of God.” Be-

cause the time for Jesus to be revealed had not 

yet come, Jesus rebukes the spirits, who immedi-

ately obeys his command. 

For the relatively sleepy fishing town of Caper-

naum, I’m guessing that was more action on 

one Sabbath than they had seen for quite some 

time. Since it was considered work to carry peo-

ple on the Sabbath, the people from the sur-

rounding areas waited until the Sabbath was 

over—until after the sun had set—and then 

brought the sick and demon-possessed to Jesus 

and he healed them—at night, apparently in 

the dark. What an incredible demonstration of 

ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Here’s what the next verses say: “35Very early in 

the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, 

left the house and went off to a solitary place, 

where he prayed.  36Simon and his companions 

went to look for him, 37and when they found 

him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for 

you!” 38Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere 

else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach 

there also. That is why I have come.” 39So he 

traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their 

synagogues and driving out demons.” 

Here’s what I wonder about when I read that 

story. What was so wrong with staying in Caper-

naum? What was so wrong with doing ministry in 

that place for more than day? Did Jesus com-

plete all the work he needed to complete 

there? Did he heal everyone that needed heal-

ing the night before? The text doesn’t say any-

thing about a lack of faith on the part of the 

people. It doesn’t say anything about opposi-

tion from the religious leaders. It doesn’t say an-

ything about an invitation from another city or 

person. 

The text simply says that after praying, Jesus had 

clarity about the vision God had for Him, and 

thus the direction that God was giving him, and 

that clarity led to decisive action on his part. 

That clarity led him to say “no” to a perfectly 

good, perfectly godly opportunity in order to be 

able to say “yes” to the opportunity God had in 

store for him. That is the power and the clarity of 

what we call vision. In that brief episode, and 

others like it in the NT, we see not only what God 

had in store for Jesus, but also how Jesus was 

different than John the Baptist and Paul and 

Peter and everyone else God was using in vari-

ous places and various ways at various times. 

It’s not enough for us to be the kind of church 

the Bible calls every church to be; we must also 

be the kind of church that God has called us to 

be in this place at this time. Although WCAG is a 

part of the global, universal church of Jesus 

Christ, not every single church in every single 

location plays the exact same role. Different 

churches have different resources. Different 

churches have different contexts—they have to 

respond to different cultures. To be sure, there 

are certain elements that should not change 

from location to location, but other elements 

must change if those churches are to fulfill the 

role God has given them. TS: We wanted our 

vision statement to capture both the universal 

elements found in all churches, as well as the 

particular elements we think are unique to us. 

With that said, let’s briefly walk through this to-

gether this morning and then we go into some 

more detail over the next weeks. 

Vision Statement 

“WCAG is a worshipping family on mission. Prac-

ticing whole-life generosity, we exist to repro-

duce Jesus in people of every nation and gen-

eration.” 

Worshiping Family On Mission 

We believe that our church, like every other 

church in the world, is by nature a worshipping 

family on mission. In fact, we believe that every 

believer has these three primary dimensions in 

their spiritual life. Worship is the upward dimen-

sion of our life—it’s our relationship to God, our 

Father. Family is the inward dimension of our 

spiritual life—it’s how we live with our spiritual 

siblings—the other children of God that are a 

part of our local spiritual family. Mission is the 

outward dimension of our spiritual life—where 

we engage our lost world—those who have yet 

to be adopted into the Father’s family. Those 

three elements make up our spiritual life individ-

ually and collectively. 

In the Great Commandment and the Great 

Commission, we find these three elements ex-

pressed by Jesus. “Love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, soul, mind, and strength,” Jesus 

says, “and love your neighbor as yourself.” The 

first of those commands enjoins us to worship 

the Father with every part of who we are, and 

the second to live our life together as family—a 

worshipping family if you will. The Great Com-

mission reminds us that not only is our life one of 

a worshiping family, but that by virtue of being 

part of our Father’s family, we are a part of the 

family business—God’s mission. In Genesis 12:3, 

God says to Abraham, “I will bless those who 

bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth will be blessed through 

you.” Matthew 28:19-20 says, “Go therefore, into 

all the world, and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you until the very end.” The Fa-

ther’s mission is to bless all the nations of the 

earth and He does that through discipleship—

teaching people to obey everything Jesus com-

manded his disciples. 

Failure to live out any one of these three things 

fundamentally turns the church into something it 

is not. Failure to live as a worshiping family on 

mission turns the church into a philanthropic or-

ganization—a tight-knit group of people who 

share a passion to meet some specific need, 

whether that’s the beached whales or hungry 

children or the environment. Failure to live as a 

family denies the reality of our adoption and 

refuses the responsibility we all have to be our 

brother’s and sister’s keepers by loving, forgiv-

ing, bearing with, and praying for each other. 

Failure to join God in His mission typically means 

we’re happy to worship together and enjoy the 

benefits of family without standing on the porch 

every evening looking for the sons and daugh-

ters who have yet to return safely to His table. 

We desire to grow together as a worshiping 

family on mission. So what is whole-life generosi-

ty? 

Whole-Life Generosity 

You have probably never heard the phrase 

whole-life generosity, so let me explain that and 

just explain what we believe about generosity. 

One, we believe this church has always been a 

generous church, and we want that to continue 

and even to increase. While we believe and 

teach that everything belongs to God (Psalm 

24:2), we also recognize that God allows us to 

spend our time, our talent, and our treasure as 

we see fit—He doesn’t spend them for us unless 

we allow Him to. We want to be generous be-

cause generosity keeps us from living a small life. 


